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Shipping 
Federation 
of Canada 

VIA FAX: 202 493 2251 

File: P-85 

January 23,2003 

Mr. Norman Mineta 
Secretary of T ra n sportat io n 
c/o DOCKET MANAGEMENT FACILITY 
USCG 2002 - 11288 - $J 
U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
Room PL 401 
400 Seventh Street, S.W. 
Washington DC 
20590-0001 

I Dear Sir; 

Re: Great Lakes Pilotage Rate Increases - Notice of Proposed Rule 
Making as Published In the Federal Register on January 23,2003 
{USGG 2002-1 12881 

The Shipping Federation of Canada is an association of shipowners and agents 
that own, operate and perform agency services for ships trading the St. 
Lawrence Seaway and Great Lakes. The Federation was formed 100 years ago 
with a parliamentary mandate to protect and develop the trades for ocean 
shipping to and from Canada and North America. 

Pilotage is an essential service performed by legislated monopolies in both the 
United States and Canada. Over the years the Pilotage services to ships trading 
to the Great Lakes have developed into a relatively safe and efficient service. 
However, the NPRM of January 23,2003 proposes astronomical increases in the 
rates charges for Pilotage services that will destroy all balance of efficiency and 
a devastating backlash is feared from shippers and shipowners facsd with rate 
increases as high as 62%. Such proposals defy all reasonableness and clearly 
violate the spirit of fairness and equity of boundary water rates as expressed by 
the Boundary Waters Treaty of 1909. 
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Mr. Norman Mineta 
Secretary of Transportation 
c/o DOCKET MANAGEMENT FACILITY 
USCG 2002 - 11288 January 23,2003 

Comments for this NPRM are scheduled to close in 30 days on February 24, 
2003. The magnitude of the challenge presented by this increase will take us 
more time to analyze, and prepare final comments, Therefore we are asking the 
comment period be extended by 90 days .  

Sincerely, 

Ivan A. Lantz, 
Director, Marine Operations 
Shipping Federation of Canada 
ila ntzoshipfed .ca 

c.c: Rear-Admiral Paul J, Pluta, Assistant Commandant, U.S. Coast Guard, Marine 
Safety, Security and Envlronmental Proteation 


